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Exploring Crete

We took part in GeoExplorers—project 25.-30.11.2018 in Crete. There we get to know Cre-
te’s nature and culture. Our trip was full of different experiences. Four students and two
geography/biology teachers from Finland participated this project. This brochure includes
animals, plants and geological formations we saw and above all, sceneries

Olimme 25.-30.11.2018 Kreetalla osana GeoExplorers -projektia, jolloin saimme tutustua

Kreetan luontoon ja kulttuuriin. Matkaamme mahtui monen monta kokemusta. Suomesta
mukaan lahti nelja opiskelijaa seka kaksi maantiedon ja biologian opettajaa. Tama esite si-
saltaa nakemiamme elaimia, kasveja, geologisia
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Location and basic information

Crete is the largest island in Greece and is located in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. The
area of Crete is 8,303 square kilometers and Crete has about 620 000 inhabitants (2011).
Sitia is a municipality in Eastern Crete and it has about 18,300 inhabitants (2011).

Kreeta on on Kreikan saarista suurin ja se sijaitsee Valimerella. Kreetan pinta-ala on 8
303 neliokilometria. Kreetalla on noin 620 000 asukasta (2011). Sitia on kunta Kreetan
itdosissa ja sielld on noin 18 300 asukasta (2011).




GEOGRAPHY

THE GORGE OF PEFKI

* The gorge of Pefki is one of the most beautiful

gorges of Eastern Crete with its different kinds of
vegetation and amazing formations of rocks. The
path that goes across the gorge, follows the river

bed almost all the way
down. Itis well-
formed with a few
benches and stairs
along the journey to
make it a little bit
easier. The gorge
starts from the south
of the village of Pefki
Sitia and ends at the
settlement Aspros




PEFKIN ROTKO

Pefkin rotko on yksi Itdisen Kreetan kauneimmista rotkoista sen monipuolisen kas-
villisuuden ja upeiden kivimuodostumien kera. Polku, joka kulkee rotkon halki,
seuraa joenuomaa melkein alas asti. Polku on hyvin muodostunut ja sen varrel-
la on muutamia penkkeja ja portaita, jotka tekevit matkanteosta helpompaa.
Rotko alkaa Sitiassa sijaitsevasta Pefkin kylasta eteldan ja paattyy Aspros Pota-
moksen asutusalueelle (2 kilometrid Makrigialosista pohjoiseen) ja sielta
Analapsin rannalle. Se on pituudeltaan noin 4.5 kilometria ja my6s osa Euroo-



E CANYON OF DEAD IN ZAKROS

The name of this exceptionally beautiful gorge comes from the large caves
on its wall where tombs from the Minoan era has been found. Every
year many visitors come to experience the beauty of its landscape and
its historical significance. The canyon of dead in Zakros starts from al-
most 100 kilometers southeast of Agios Nikolaos and ends in Kato Zak-
ros. The gorge is part of the European path E4.




KUOLLEIDEN ROTKO, ZAKROS

Taman poikkeuksellinen kauniin rotkon nimi tulee sen seindmissa olevista suurista luolista, joista on I6ydetty Minoan
aikakauden hautoja. Joka vuosi monet vierailijat tulevat kokemaan sen kauniit maisemat ja historiallisen merkityksen.
Kuolleiden rotko alkaa melkein 100 kilometrid kaakkoon Agios Nikolaosista ja paattyy Kato Zakrokseen. Rotko on osa



GORGE OF RICHTIS

The gorge of Richtis is full of different kinds of vegetation and it has plenty of water even in the summer. As
you are walking the path, you can also see some old water mills and waterfalls. The biggest waterfall is 20
meters high and it gives the name to the gorge of Richtis. (Richtis means waterfall in the Cretan idiom). The
gorge is located between Agios Nikolaos and Sitia, on the northern side of Lasithi prefecture. The path starts

northeast from the village of Exo Mouliana and ends at the rocky beach of Richti, east of the Kalavros village.
The length of the route is 3 kilometres.




RICHTIKSEN ROTKO

Richtiksen rotko on taynna monipuolista kasvillisuutta ja runsaasti vettd, myos ke-
salla. Polkua kulkiessasi voit ndhda vanhoja vesimyllyja ja vesiputouksia. Suurin
vesiputous on 20 metria korkea ja juuri tasta itse Richtiksen rotkokin on saanut
nimensa. (Richtis tarkoittaa vesiputousta Kreetan puhekielessd). Rotko sijaitsee
Agios Nikolaosin ja Sitian vilissa, Lasithin prefektuurin pohjoispuolella. Myos
kesdisin, rotkossa on runsaasti vettd, joka keradtaan sdilioon. Rotkossa kulkeva
polku alkaa Exo Mouliana kyldn koillispuolelta ja paattyy kivikkoiselle Richtin
rannalle, Kalavrosin kylan itdpuolelle. Reitin pituus kokonaisuudessaan on noin
3 kilometria.



THE GEOPARKIN SITIA




ZOOLOGY / ELAIMET

Because of the isolation from mainland, Crete has a large variety of different animals and
many of Crete’s animals are endemic. Crete’s mammals consist mainly of donkeys, sheep
and goats. The island has a diverse birdlife. Despite the diversity of fauna, there are no ani-
mals that are dangerous to humans.

Koska Kreeta on eristyksissa mantereesta, sille on syntynyt monipuolinen eldimisto ja mo-
net eldimista ovat endeemisia. Nykyaan Kreetalta ei |0ydy endaa monia nisakkaita, vaan Ia-
hinna aaseja, lampaita ja vuohia. Saarella on monipuolinen linnusto. Kreetalla ei ole yh-
taan myrkyllista eldinta

Invertebrates / Selkdrangattomat

Cornu aspersum (seen at Gorge of Pefki /
nahty Pefki-rotkolla)

Carabidae (seen at Gorge of Pefki / ndhty
Pefki-rotkolla)




Homoptera (seen at Zakros Gorge / nahty
Zakros-rotkolla)

D|pIopoda (seen at Zakros Gorge / néhty Zakros
-rotkolla)

Curculionidae (seen at Zakros Gorge): The Cur-
culionidae are the largest animal family. They
typically have a long snout, and many of them
are considered pests.

Curculionidae (nahty Zakros-rotkolla): Karsak-
kaat on eldinkunnan suurin heimo. Niille tyypil-
listd on pitka karsa, ja monet niistd on tuholais-
elaimia.




Mammalia

Bovidae (seen at Zakros Gorge): The Bovidae are a family of mammals that in-
cludes for example goats and antelopes. All species of the family are herbi-

vores.
Bovidae (nahty Zakros-rotkolla): Onttosarviset on nisdkasheimo, johon kuuluu

esimerkiksi vuohieldimet ja erilaiset antiloopit. Kaikki lajit ovat kasvinsygjia.

































